TASK 6: Plan Document Development

Transportation

As a result of the extensive work resulting from the
technical studies, visioning and alternatives planning in
previous tasks, the consultant, working with County staff,
will prepare the draft Comprehensive Plan for public
review and comment.

Current Goal: To achieve a
safe, efficient, and convenient
transportation system that is
well coordinated with existing
land use activities occurring
throughout Pennington County
and allow for future planned
growth.

TASK 7: Formal Adoption Process
During this task, the public, County Planning Commission
and Board of Commissioners will review the Draft
Comprehensive Plan, culminating in final adoption. A
series of public hearings will be held concerning the draft
Plan. Following review and comments, the consultant
will prepare the final draft version of the Comprehensive
Plan for final review and action by the Planning
Commission (recommendation to the Board) and County
Board of Commissioners (final approval).

Components of the Current
Comprehensive Plan
The Comprehensive Plan is made up of several chapters
that provide background information on the county and
provide goals and policies that will guide the future.
These are organized into topical chapters (referred to as
“elements”). The following are the elements and goals in
the current Comprehensive Plan.

Population

Future Land Use
Current Goals: To provide for
adequate amounts of commercial
and industrial land in the future
and to ensure attractiveness and
stability of these areas.
To achieve attractive, stable and
safe residential areas and to plan
for a desirable and compatible
mixture of residential densities.
To protect prime agricultural areas from the
encroachment of non-compatible land uses.
To provide suitable area for recreational activities and
associated resort activities to occur.
To protect Pennington County's natural resources and
areas of scenic beauty through proper land use practices.

Other Elements
In addition to these elements, the County will review if
additional topic areas should be covered.

Current Goal: To use
population data to understand
how past population trends
have affected existing land use
within Pennington County and to
determine how future trends may
affect future land use patterns.

Environmental Resources
Current Goal: To ensure
a continued high quality
environment for residents of
Pennington County and seasonal
tourists through the preservation
and conservation of all of the
County's natural resources.
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Pennington County
Informational Brochure #1

Comprehensive
Plan Overview

What is a Comprehensive Plan?
The Pennington County Comprehensive Plan is a
planning document used by County decision makers
and staff to guide land use and resource management
decisions. In 2017/2018, the County will be working on
an update to the existing Comprehensive Plan. As part
of this project, recommendations for updates to the
County’s Zoning Ordinance, Subdivision Regulations,
Nuisance Ordinance #106, and the Floodplain Ordinance
will be suggested to help implement the updated
Comprehensive Plan.
A comprehensive plan has three defining features:

General. A comprehensive plan provides general
policy guidance that will be used to direct future
land use and resource decisions.

Comprehensive. As the name implies, a
comprehensive plan covers a range of topics, such
as land use, housing, economic development,
infrastructure, recreation and much more.

Long-Range. A comprehensive plan provides
guidance on reaching a future envisioned 20 or
more years in the future. To achieve the vision, a
comprehensive plan includes goals, policies, and
actions that address both immediate and longterm needs.

What is the Process?
The process for updating the Pennington County
Comprehensive Plan offers numerous opportunities for
residents to provide ideas and help guide the future of
the county.

Process Overview
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TASK 1: Project Management
Task 1 lays the foundation for the planning process by
refining the specifics of the project, including the project
scope, schedule, and project logo. A kick-off meeting was
also held.

TASK 2: Public Participation and
Communication
This task covers the setup of the public participation
process and development of Informational Brochure #1,
Comprehensive Plan Overview.

TASK 3: Community Assessment
Public engagement is integral to the success of the
Pennington County Comprehensive Plan Update.
During this task, the first set of public workshops will
also be held and interviews with community leaders
and stakeholders will be conducted. These activities will
focus on identifying opportunities and challenges to be
addressed by the Comprehensive Plan Update. During
this task, data collection to support development of the
Plan will also be conducted.

ww Public Workshop 1
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Development of Draft Strategies,
Policies, and Implementation Plan
ww Public Workshop 2
ww Public Workshop 3
ww Public Workshop 4

TASK 4: Framework Document

Why is the Comprehensive
Plan Being Updated?
Pennington County has initiated an update to
its Comprehensive Plan focusing on correcting
inconsistencies and redundancies, as well as
restructuring for
ease of use. This is
an opportunity for
Pennington County
to move forward
into the future with
growth and vision.

The consultant will work with County staff to review a
range of document formatting possibilities and develop
a document outline and format for the Plan that suits the
desires and needs of the County.
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ww Public Workshop 5
ww Draft Comprehensive Plan

TASK 5: Development of Draft Strategies,
Policies, and Implementation Plan
During this task, the consultant will work with County
staff and stakeholders to prepare, evaluate and
ultimately define a preferred policy and land use
alternative that will be the basis of the Comprehensive
Plan Update. This task involves developing alternative
scenarios and evaluating the implications of each
alternative. Each alternative is also evaluated based on
responsiveness to the key issues, opportunities and
vision statement identified earlier.

Plan Document Development
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Formal Adoption Process
ww Final Comprehensive Plan
ww Planning Commission Hearing
ww Board of Commissioners
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